
A General Contractor is building a retaining wall in Sonoma County.  The General Contractor is 
required to have the portion of the retaining wall which is over 3’ tall designed by a licensed 
engineer.   The base of the wall follows a driveway at a 6% slope.  The top of the wall is level.  
The short side of the wall is 0.75 feet tall, and the tall side is 6.5 feet tall.  How much of the wall 
needs to be designed by the licensed engineer?  (Hint: When is the wall 3 feet tall?) (diagram 
not to scale)
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